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ACTIVITY MINUTES GRADE LEVEL FoCus Pl Tstops *OTHER SUPPLIES

OPENING ACTIVITY
5 1-6 iy p
AR

Caving And Commitment

LESSON

God's Avmy: 10 1-6 @ e

Eavly Pevsecution

MEMORY VERSE 5 1-6 % @@ F-G stapler, staples

REINFORCEMENT ACTMTY

(Choose One Option)

OPTION |

When the Going 5 1-6
Gets Tough

OPTION 2

-
Be Bold, Be Stvowg s 1-6 g
-

WORSHIP PROGRAM

Loving Your Enewmies 10 1-6

blanket, plate of food, new toy

LET’S Do Il (LDI)

Stamding Stvong 5 1-2
Seavching The Scvipture 5 3-4
Stamd Stvong, Be Bold 5 5-6

DIALOGUVE FOLDER

INTENDED LEARNING oUTCOME

SPEAK 5 1-2 This lesson will help junior soldiers understand

the sacrifices made by early Salvationists to
. _ spread God's Word. They'll learn about the
\SPEAK > 3-4 culture into which the Army was born.
iSPEAK 5 5-6

You ARE HERE!

Place the timeline marker
on 1871 on the Salvation
- Army timeline.

*In addition to materials listed in this chart, you need Basic Classroom Supplies.
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God’s Avwmy: Eavly Persecution

BACKGROUND

INFORMATION FOR
THE LEADER

UNIT Alm:

This unit will explore the faith
and faithfulness of believers
who have paved the way for
The Salvation Army of today.
Junior soldiers will learn how
early Salvationists remained
faithful even in the face of
opposition and persecution.
They'll find strength and
encouragement to remain
faithful witnesses for Jesus.

IN |g78, William Booth and his “cabinet” met to make some changes
and set policy for the Christian Mission. It was at this time that the name of
the organization was changed to The Salvation Army. William Booth stated
that the mission of The Salvation Army was to take the Gospel to every corner
of the world.

Initially the “world” was the slums of London. But eventually The Salvation
Army spread to other areas of England. As converts and officers moved to
other parts of the world, they took The Salvation Army with them, and spread
the message of God’s love around the world.

General Booth dispatched officers to places that hadn’t requested The Salvation
Army and its ministry. Many of the officers and soldiers in these places faced
great opposition. Some of this opposition was deadly.

Mobs under the name “Skeleton Armies” attacked the Salvationists as they
preached on the corner, or led rallies and parades on their way to the corps.
Charles H. Jeffries was the captain of The Skeleton Army. Jeffries set up his
Skeleton Army headquarters in an East London pub. Charles Jeffries grew up
as an unruly child in poverty. His mother, on more than one occasion, told him
that if he didn't clean up his act, he’d no longer be able to live with her.

At the age of seventeen, Charles Jeffries found an outlet for his unruly be-
havior; he led a gang of people in mocking and persecuting Salvationists.
Word spread of Jefferies and his gang, and soon “Skeleton Armies” formed
throughout England.

The “Skeletonists” wore caps bearing the title “Skeleton Army,” and carried
a flag to imitate the Salvationists. They marched in parades, held disorderly
open air meetings, and sent members to Salvation Army meetings with one
purpose—to ridicule the Salvationists and end the meeting.

The Salvationists prayed for the Skeletonists and believed that one day they'd put
an end to The Skeleton Army. The Salvationists declared that, through prayer
and the power of the Holy Spirit, they’d win the leader of The Skeleton Army
to Christ; and they did. Charles Jeffries, the commander of The Skeleton Army
became one of the most daring leaders in The Salvation Army. He even pio-
neered the work of The Salvation Army in China.

The Skeleton Army wasn’t the only group to dislike the Salvationists. Salvationists
were mistreated throughout England. While on their way to meetings they were
often pelted with rotten fruit, eggs, and other objects. Townspeople would call
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the authorities to arrest the Salvationists for disturbing the peace. On a Sunday
afternoon in 1883, fourteen Salvationists led a crowd of over 300 people to their
hall singing hymns. A riot broke out. The Salvationists were charged with heading
up a crowd going through the streets, and disturbing the peace. Captain Suzannah
Beaty, considered the first Salvation Army martyr, died six years later from the
effects of this incident.

Despite turmoil and persecution, the early Salvation Army grew in size as its officers,
soldiers, and friends shared the Gospel. Salvationists were mocked, beaten, spat
upon, and even killed; but, The Salvation Army persevered. The early Salvationists
believed in their purpose. They continued to serve humankind in Jesus’ name.

The early Salvationists paved the way for us as Salvationists today. Because they
suffered, we have the freedom and privilege to serve humankind in Jesus’ name.
Help your junior soldiers understand the sacrifices made by early Salvationists
to spread the love of Jesus.

OPENING ACTIVITY

. .
Caving And Commitment MATERIALS NEEDED:

o@@’A

Say: Raise your hand if you know what the word commitment means.
(Allow response.)

Show junior soldiers @y A.

Say: What's going on in this cartoon? (Allow response.) Jordan wants to
quit the soccer team halfway through the season; but Jordan’s mom says
he must continue to play until the season is over.

When you say you're going to do something, we say you’re making a
commitment. Making a commitment means finishing what you start,
even if finishing is difficult.

Today we’re going to talk about men and women who never gave up
on their commitment to tell others about Jesus.
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MATERIALS NEEDED:
& B-E

e construction paper:

black, blue, red, and
yellow

® SCiSsors

e glue
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Before class, follow the instructions and patterns on @& B and C to create a
Salvation Army flag and a Skeleton Army flag. Tape the flags back to back to
use during the lesson.

Hold up The Salvation Army flag.

Say: When William Booth founded The Salvation Army, many people in
England were unhappy. They didn‘t like The Salvation Army. Can you think
of some reasons why the people in England didn’t like The Salvation
Army? (Allow response.)

Say: People didn’t like The Salvation Army for many reasons. The men
and women who owned the bars in town didn’t like The Salvation Army
because when people asked Jesus into their hearts, they stopped going
to the bars. The bartenders were mad because they lost money!

Other people didnt like The Salvation Army because The Salvation Army
allowed poor people to go to church! They didn’t think poor people who
didn’t have nice clothes should be allowed to attend church services.

There were many people who were upset with The Salvation Army.
They joined together to try and stop The Salvation Army.

Hold up The Skeleton Army flag.

Say: Some of the men and women who joined together to stop The
Salvation Army called themselves The Skeleton Army. The leader of The
Skeleton Army was a man named Charles Jeffries. (Show junior soldiers
@& D.) When he was seventeen years old, Charles Jeffries led a gang
of young people in mocking The Salvation Army. He provided hats and
flags for the gang members to wear that imitated the hats and flags of
The Salvation Army. The members of The Skeleton Army marched around
town causing trouble. But the police didn’t stop them. In fact, instead
of arresting members of The Skeleton Army, the police arrested mem-
bers of The Salvation Army!

Hold up The Salvation Army flag.

Say: Early Salvationists held meetings on street corners, and led marches
down the street on their way to the building for meetings. While the
Salvationists stood on the corner and marched down the street, crowds
of people would gather to hear the message about Jesus.
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Hold up The Skeleton Army flag.

Say: The Skeleton Army didn’t like people crowding around the Salvationists
listening to their message. Members of The Skeleton Army picked up
rats, cats, rotten eggs, vegetables, and bricks and threw them at the
Salvationists.

The Skeleton Army hurt many Salvationists. Some even died.
Hold up The Salvation Army flag.

Say: What do you think the Salvationists did? (A/low response.) They
didn’t stop sharing God’s Word. The Salvationists continued to hold
street meetings and marches. They didn‘t let The Skeleton Army stop
them. In fact, they even prayed for the men and women in The Skeleton
Army.

Hold up The Skeleton Army flag.

Say: Pretty soon, members of The Skeleton Army started listening to
the message of the Salvationists. One by one they stopped hurting the
Salvationists, and joined The Salvation Army. Even the leader of The
Skeleton Army, Captain Charles Jeffries, joined The Salvation Army!

Hold up The Salvation Army flag.

Say: During the early years of The Salvation Army, many men and women
were hurt or even died because of the actions of people who didn‘t like
the Army. These people who died were martyrs. A martyr is someone
who dies for what they believe. The first person to become a martyr in
The Salvation Army was Captain Susannah Beaty. (Show junior soldiers
#® £) She died serving God through The Salvation Army.

Do you think the Salvationists stopped doing their work and talking
about Jesus because of The Skeleton Army? (Allow response.) Why?
(Allow response.)

Say: The Salvation Army continued to tell others about Jesus even though
people were against them. The Salvationists trusted God to protect them
and allow them to spread the message about Jesus. God’s Holy Spirit
protected the early Salvationists and helped them spread the news
about Jesus. The Holy Spirit protects and helps us today!
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MATERIALS NEEDED:
o B FG
® SCiSsors

e stapler/staples

\_ /

The portion of

the memory verse
printed in italics is
the portion of the
verse for younger
_ junior soldiers to
memorize.

MATERIALS NEEDED:

o@@H
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MEMORY VERSE

Isaiah 263 (NIvV) e

“Lord, you will give perfect peace to anyone who commits himself to
be faithful to you. That's because he trusts in you.”

Before class, make one double-sided copy of #é F-G for each junior soldier.
Review the verse with junior soldiers.

Instruct junior soldiers to fold along the solid line, staple the fold, and cut
along the dotted line of their piece of paper. Review the booklet with junior
soldiers by explaining the task for each day.

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES
(CHOOSE ONE oPTION)

Whew the Going
Gets TO“S‘I\ (optiow |)

Before class, make one copy of & H. Ask an older junior soldier to volunteer
for this activity. Ask the volunteer to leave the room. While the volunteer is out
of the room, instruct the other junior soldiers to talk, make noise, and perform
motions to distract the volunteer from memorizing the information of & H.
Ask the volunteer to come back into the classroom. Give the volunteer a copy
of #é H, and ask them to stand in the center of the room while they try to
memorize the information. Instruct the other junior soldiers to form a circle
around the volunteer.

After two minutes, tell everyone to stop where they are, and lead the
following discussion.

Ask the volunteer:

Did you memorize the information | gave you? (Allow response.)
Why or why not? (Allow response.)

Ask the group:

What distracts you when you’re trying to do something good?
(Allow response.) How can you ignore those distractions and do
what you know is right? (Allow response.)

Say: Ignoring the distractions around us is difficult. When many things
distract us at the same time, it's difficult to focus on what God wants
us to do. There were many distractions for the early Salvationists.
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Sometimes their lives were in danger, but they continued to do what
God wanted them to do.

With the help of the Holy Spirit we can ignore the distractions in the
world around us. The Holy Spirit can help us focus on Jesus, and doing
what we know is right.

Be BO‘A, Be S"'\"O\’ls (Option Z)G

Before class, write the words to Song #64, “Be Bold, Be Strong” from Great
Big Praise for a Great Big God on a piece of poster board.

Play the song once while junior soldiers look over the words, (Track #14, CD 2)
then play it again and have the junior soldiers sing along.

Say: The early Salvationists were bold and strong. They didn’t let tough
times stop them from sharing God’s Word. We can be bold and strong
too! God has sent the Holy Spirit to help us.

WORSHIP PROGRAM

CHORUVS: Song #64: “Be Bold, Be Strong”
(Track #14, Great Big Praise CD 2)

SCRIPTURE: Luke 10:25-27 (NIrV)

CHORUS: Song #72: “I Have Decided to Follow”
(Track #72, Great Big Praise CD 2)

DEVOTIONAL
Loving Your Enewmies &

Before class gather a blanket, a plate of food, and a new toy.
Show junior soldiers the blanket.

Say: If you were walking along the street and saw a man sleeping on
the sidewalk, would you give him a blanket? (A/low response.) Why or
why not? (Allow response.)

Show junior soldiers the plate of food.

e

MATERIALS NEEDED:
e Great Big Praise CD
e poster board
e CD/Media player

\

e

MATERIALS NEEDED:
e blanket
e plate of food

* new toy

\
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Remember to fill out
the What Do You Think
Evaluation on page 219.

12¢

Say: What would you do if your best friend forgot to bring their lunch
to school? Would you share your favorite sandwich and snack with
them? (Allow response.) Why or why not? (Allow response.)

Show junior soldiers the new toy.

Say: If the worst bully in the school wanted to play with your brand
new toy, what would you do? Would you share it with them, or would
you keep it for yourself? (Allow response.)

Say: The Bible tells us to love our neighbors and to treat them like we’'d
like to be treated.

Read Luke 10:27.

Say: When the early Salvationists preached in the streets they were
treated like animals. People threw things at them and hit them, but
the Salvationists continued to preach. They helped many accept Jesus
as their Savior, even people who were hateful to them.

God wants us to love our friends, neighbors, and enemies. He wants us
to share His love with them through our actions. By our example we can
show them the joy of being a Christian.

PRAYER
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