LESSON 4 AT A GLANCE

SR

Inw Death

ACTIVITY MINUTES GRADE LEVEL FoCus Pl Tstops *O0THER SUPPLIES
OPENING ACTIVITY 5 1-6 %
oh Happy Day!
LESSON 3 @
Iw Death 10 1-6
MEMORY VERSE 5 1-6 g % ball/beanbag
REINFORCEMENT ACTMITY

(Choose One Option)

oPTIoN |
Aleluia!

clean rocks, paintbrushes, craft
OPTION 2 10 1-6 % paint, permanent markers, water.

A H"Pl’y E"\Ai“ﬂ small paper cups, newspaper

WORSHIP PROGRAM

Praise And Thanksgiving 10 1-6

LET’S Do Il (LDI)

Sad To Happy 5 1-2

Ovdev Of Events 5 3-4

ow The Cvoss 5 5-6

DIALOGUE FOLDER INTENDED LEARNING oUTCOME
This lesson will help junior soldiers understand

'lSpeo\\c 5 1-2 that even when facing death, Jesus stood firm.
They’ll understand that Jesus had to die on

iSpeak 5 3_4 ]’Ehe crqss to save anyone who believes in Him
rom sin.

iSpeak 5 5-6

You ARE HERE!

Place the timeline marker

*In addition to materials listed in this chart, you need Basic Classroom Supplies.



[ LESSON 4 |

In Death

BACKGROUND

INFORMATION FOR
THE LEADER

BIBLE REFERENCES:

This lesson is based on the
following Bible references:

Matthew 27:27-28:15

UNIT AlM:

This unit will help junior soldiers
understand that, while Jesus
is God, He is man as well, and
that He experienced the same
feelings and temptations that
they do. They can learn how to
handle these things by follow-
ing Christ’s example.

e S

MATERIALS NEEDED:
* paper

e crayons/markers

\_ /

23¢8 Lesson 4: In Death

THE CHILDREN in your junior soldier brigade can probably tell you

the story of Jesus on the cross with little difficulty. Throughout a given year they
hear the story of Jesus’ death on the cross at least four or five times. But, does
that mean we should stop telling them? No.

Repetition is good for children. The more they hear a story, the more it becomes
their own. They hold it in their hearts and minds, carrying it with them wherever
they go. There's no better gift that we can give children today than the knowledge
of the gift God has given us—Jesus.

Unit one of this volume was about the trials and deaths of both Stephen and
Jesus. Both men faced great opposition because of who they were. Jesus was
arrested, falsely accused, spat on, beaten, and crucified because He is the Son
of God. Stephen was falsely accused, arrested, and stoned to death because
he was a follower of Christ. Both men were faithful to God’s purpose for their
lives, faithful to the point of death.

This lesson again focuses on the death of Jesus, and how Jesus stood firm in God’s
purpose for His life to save us from sin. Junior soldiers will learn that one of the
saddest stories in the Bible, Jesus’ death, becomes the happiest story in the Bible,
because He rose from the dead and because of His death we can be saved!

Use this lesson to help junior soldiers understand that Jesus was following God's
purpose for His life when He suffered on the cross. Help your brigade understand
that God has a purpose for their lives too. He has sent the Holy Spirit to help them
stand firm in their faith so they can fulfill God'’s purpose for their lives.

OPENING ACTINITY
ol Happy Day! ¥

Give each junior soldier a blank sheet of paper, and crayons or markers. Instruct
junior soldiers to draw a picture of the happiest day of their lives. You should
participate in this activity too!

When junior soldiers have finished drawing, ask a few volunteers to share their
pictures and give a brief explanation of what is happening in the picture.

Say: We have some wonderful memories of happy times in our lives.
It's nice to look back and remember happy times, and to smile and
laugh as we remember special times.
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In Death @

Say: What do you think is the saddest story in the Bible? (A/low responses.)
| agree—it's when Jesus died on the cross.

On Palm Sunday we celebrate when Jesus came to Jerusalem. Everyone
was excited. They wanted to make Jesus their king right then. This
made some religious leaders upset. They were angry.

“We have to get rid of Jesus,” they said. “The people listen to him instead
of us.” So to get rid of Jesus, they started telling lies about Him. They
even got one of His disciples, Judas, to betray Him. After Jesus and
the disciples had enjoyed their Passover meal, a group of angry people
and soldiers came to the garden where Jesus was praying. The soldiers
arrested Jesus and took Him away.

Jesus was put on trial. They beat Him and made fun of Him. The judge
said that Jesus didn’t do anything wrong, but the crowd shouted, “Crucify
him!” And since the judge was afraid of the crowd, he let them take
Jesus away.They made Jesus carry a heavy cross to the top of a big hill
called Golgatha. Then they nailed Jesus to the cross to die.

Say: When Jesus died, it looked like the end—not only the end of His life
but the end to all the good He did, the end of the healing of the sick,
helping the poor, teaching of the Kingdom of God. Many thought it was
the end of the Kingdom Jesus had taught about. What they didn’t know
was that Jesus could have saved Himself, but He knew that if He gave
His life, we could be forgiven for sin.

Some of Jesus’ friends took His body down from the cross and put it in
a tomb. They placed a huge stone in front of the tomb. The religious
leaders were still nervous because Jesus had said He’d come back after
three days. They persuaded the Roman leaders to place guards at the
tomb for three days.

Three days later some women followers of Jesus went to the tomb to
take care of Jesus’ body. But when they got to the tomb, the stone had
been rolled away and Jesus’ body was gone!

The women saw an angel who said, “Don’t be afraid. | know that you're
looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here! He has risen, just as
He said He would! Come and see the place where He was lying. Go quickly!
Tell His disciples, ‘He has risen from the dead” (Matthew 28:5-7a NIrV).

The women ran back and told the disciples what had happened. Peter and
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John ran to the tomb and looked inside. They saw that it was empty. Could
it be true—Jesus had risen from the dead?

Later Jesus appeared to Mary, His disciples, and His other friends. Their
sadness turned into joy. They didn’t understand it but they were happy.
Then, many days later, Jesus went back to heaven.

What's exciting is that death wasn’t the end of this story. Jesus went back
to heaven, and He promised that someday He’ll come back to earth and
take everyone who believes in Him to heaven to live with Him forever.

Say: Let’s thank Jesus right now for dying for us so we can go to heaven
when we die.

Dear Jesus, thank you for loving us so much that you died on the cross
for our sins. Thank you for being stronger than death and rising again to
live in heaven. Thank you for your promise to take everyone who believes
in you to be with you in heaven someday. Amen.

Have you ever had a sad time turn into a happy time? (Allow response.)
Jesus dying was a sad time. Many people cried when Jesus died because
they loved Him. But, because Jesus died on the cross, rose again, and left
earth, we can be happy. If we ask Jesus into our hearts, our sin will be
forgiven, and we can go to heaven too!

The sixth doctrine of The Salvation Army says that we believe that Jesus
died on the cross so that anyone who believes in Jesus will be saved!
“We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ has by His suffering and death
made an atonement for the whole world so that whosoever will may
be saved.”

Even though Jesus knew it was going to be hard to leave His friends
on earth, He still died on the cross. Jesus stood firm even when facing His
death, because He knew that He was doing God’s will.

BE AWARE!

Be sure to tell junior soldiers to talk with you if they want to accept
Jesus as their Savior.

—
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MEMORY VERSE

Rowmawms $:6 (NIvy) ® &

“At just the right time Christ died for ungodly people. He died for us when
we had no power of our own.” * ball or beanbag

MATERIALS NEEDED:
e poster board

Instruct the junior soldiers to form a circle and count off by two. Write the memory
verse on poster board and have junior soldiers recite it several times. When you \ /
think they know it by memory, put the poster board out of sight.

Recite the verse again. Pass around an object, like a ball or beanbag, while junior
soldiers recite the verse. When the verse is finished, ask the junior soldier
holding the object whether they are a “1” or a “2.” Have the junior soldiers
in that child’s group recite the verse together. Repeat this activity until both
groups have had the opportunity to recite the verse several times.

REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES O
(CHOOSE ONE oPTION)
L 3 . / ( ) \
A“C‘ U\lo\! (Option 1) g MATERIALS NEEDED:

e poster board
Write the words to song #92: Alleluia! Alleluia! Give Thanks, from Great Big

. ) . e Great Big Praise CD
Praise for a Great Big God on a piece of poster board. J

and song book

Play the song once while junior soldiers look over the words. (Track #41, Great * CD/Media player
Big Praise CD 2) Then, sing the song with junior soldiers. N )

Say: Why should we be thankful to God for sending His Son Jesus to
save us? (Allow response.) What are some things you’'re thankful to God
for? (Allow response.)

Sing the song again.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Give Thanks Lyrics

Alleluia, Alleluia We have been crucified with Christ
Give thanks to the risen Lord Now we shall live forever
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name  God has proclaimed the just reward

. Life for all men, alleluia!
Jesus is Lord of all the earth

He is the King of creation Come let us praise the living God

Joyfully sing to our Savior
Spread the good news o’er all the earth

Jesus has died and has risen

(1

—
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é % A Ho\??y EV\A.W\S (Optiown 2) %

MATERIALS NEEDED: Before class, gather and wash rocks, one for each junior soldier. Smooth rocks
* clean rocks can be purchased at craft stores.
e paintbrushes

Say: Even though Jesus knew it was going to be hard to leave His
friends on earth, He still died on the cross. Jesus stood firm even when
facing His death, because He knew that He was doing God'’s will. When
* small paper cups He rose again, went to heaven, and promised to come back again, the
* water saddest story became the happiest story.

e craft paint

® permanent markers

® newspaper . . . .
e Give each junior soldier a piece of newspaper, a rock, a small cup of

\_ J water, and a paintbrush or permanent marker.

¢ Have a variety of permanent marker colors and craft paint colors avail-
able to share. Put a little of each paint color into a couple small paper
cups. Make sure there are enough for each junior soldier to have at least
one. Have junior soldiers choose one color to use at a time. Remind
them to rinse off their paintbrushes before using a different color.

e Encourage junior soldiers to decorate their rocks, using the paints or
markers, to show how a hard thing became a happy thing. For example,
they could write, “O Happy Day” or draw a smiling face or simply make
it really colorful.

¢ \WWhen they have finished decorating their rocks, have them write their
name on the newspaper.

¢ Allow the rocks to dry before sending them home.

While junior soldiers are painting, review the key points from the lesson.

| —
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LESSON 4

WORSHIP PROGRAM

CHoRUs: Song #1: “Lord | Lift Your Name on High”
(Track #1, Great Big Praise CD 1)

SCRIPTURE: John 3:16 (NIrV)

CHORUS: Song #93: “I Live”
(Track #42, Great Big Praise CD 2)

DEVOTIONAL

Praise And =
Thoawmksgiving

Say: Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead to save us from our
sins! Because Jesus died for us we can be forgiven. Let’s praise God for
sending His Son to save us!

Allow junior soldiers to select songs of praise and thanksgiving to sing. If the
song is in the Great Big Praise song book, use the CD to accompany your time
of praise and thanksgiving. Encourage junior soldiers to share their testimonies of
praise and thanksgiving between each song.

PRAYER

| —
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MATERIALS NEEDED:

e Great Big Praise CD

and song book

e CD/Media player

\

Remember to fill out
the What Do You Think

Evaluation on page 382.

Lesson 4: In Death
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San-Happy

Draw a line from what happened in the story to the 5@ or happy face.

— The people were happy to
see Jesus.

— The religious leaders wanted
to get rid of Jesus.

— Jesus was put on trial.

— Jesus died on the cross. @
— Jesus rose from the grave.

Jesus died on the &,

to save me frommy ..
E
4

[RSPEAK]:

Rty uases d psnetihe endy et
by dymng on the <

My Tb\ougb\i-s Ou This Lesson
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LESSON 4

Grades 1 & 2
Grades 3 & 4

Grades 5 & 6

Grades 1 & 2
Grades 3 & 4

Grades 5 & 6

LDI

Sad To Happy
Order Of Events

On The Cross

DIALOGVE FOLDER

iSpeak
iSpeak

iSpeak

TLC

As a result of this lesson, junior soldiers will:

e understand that Jesus died for their sins,

e realize that it was God's will for Jesus to die on the cross for
their sins, and

e want to stand firm in their faith like Jesus stood firm in His.

Lesson 4: LDI | Dialogue Folder | TLC
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SAD «T@ppy

Draw a line from what happened in the story to the sad or happg face.

— The people were happy to
see Jesus.

— The religious leaders wanted
to get rid of Jesus.

— Jesus was put on trial.
— Jesus died on the cross.

— Jesus rose from the grave.

Jesus died on the o

to save me from my ..:
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ORDEROFEVENTS

Place the pictures in the correct order by writing the number in each box.

Jesus is arrested

C) @
I NN L&
—INY

Women go to Jesus' grave

Religious leaders plotting

Jesus dies on the cross

Why is the story of Jesus' death on the cross a happy story?

Lesson 4: LDI 314" Grade
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ON I HE CROSS
Complete the crossword puzzle.
2 1
2 5 3
5
4
1
Across
1. When Jesus entered ____ the people praised Him.
2. Jesus was by a crowd in the garden.
3. Jesus was given an unfair ___.
4. Jesus was putona____ to die.

5. After he died, Jesus' friends put Him in a )

Down
1. The ____leaders plotted against Jesus.
2. Jesus was ____in the garden when he was arrested.
3. After ____ days, Jesus rose from the grave.

4. The people shouted, ” Him!"”

5. Jesus died to save us from our .
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Draw a picture or write about Jesus praying in the garden.

My Thoughts ou This Lesson
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SPEAK |

Why did the religious leaders pay people to lie about Jesus?
Has anyone ever lied about you?

My Thouglhts ow This Lesson
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Why was Jesus’ death not the end? What did
He do for you by dying on the cross?

My Thoughts ou This Lesson
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———[HOMEPAGE |——

THIS WEEK'S ToPIC:

In Death

MEMORY VERSE:
Rowmawms S:6 (NIvV)

“At just the right time Christ
died for ungodly people. He
died for us when we had no
power of our own.”

The memory verse for the week is
included on each HOMEPAGE. Help
your child review it during the week.

PARENT POINT:

Tell your child about the first
time that you heard the story of
Jesus' death and resurrection.
Talk to them about the won-
derful gift God gave us when
He sent Jesus to save us from

our sins.

For families of junior soldiers

TODA\/ \IJAS THE final week in the four-week unit, “Jesus

Stood Firm.” Over the course of this unit the children learned how Jesus stood
firm in His faith throughout many different situations. Jesus was tempted, He
faced opposition throughout His ministry, He was betrayed, and He was put
to death. At no point in His life did Jesus say, “Sorry, God, | don’t want to be
the Savior of the world!” Jesus understood the purpose of His life. He knew
that He was sent to earth to die for the sins of all people. He was also sent to
teach us how to live.

The story of Jesus’ death and resurrection is familiar to most children in church.
They hear the story at Easter, during Vacation Bible School, in Sunday school, and
at various other times. But that doesn’t mean we should stop telling them the
story. The more they hear a story, the more it becomes their own. They hold it
in their hearts and minds, carrying it with them wherever they go. There’s no
better gift that we can give children today than the knowledge of the gift God
has given us—Jesus.

Today’s lesson focused on the death of Jesus, and how Jesus stood firm in God’s
purpose for His life: to save us from sin. Junior soldiers learned that one of the
saddest stories in the Bible—Jesus’ death—becomes the happiest story in the
Bible, because we can be saved!

INTENDED LEARNING oUTCOME

This lesson helped junior soldiers understand that even when facing
death, Jesus stood firm. They understand that Jesus had to die on the
cross to save anyone who believes in God from sin.




——— WHAT Do YoU THINK? =——
-

CoRPs:

DIVISION:

TERRITORY:

(O Central

(O Eastern
(O Southern
() Western

How long have
you been a
junior soldier
leader?

LESSON |I:
In Temptation

Please indicate what worked and what didn’t.

OPENING REINFORCEMENT
ACTIVITY ACTIVITY

LESSON

LESSON 2:
In Opposition

How many
junior soldiers
are in your
brigade?

LESSON 3:
When Betrayed

What are the
ages of the
junior soldiers
in your brigade?

LESSON 4:
In Death

Suggestions/Comments:

Please complete and return to the National Consultant for Christian Education within two weeks
of unit completion to be included in the report for the Junior Soldier Curriculum Ad Hoc Committee.

National Consultant for Christian Education
The Salvation Army
615 Slaters Lane | Alexandria, VA 22313 | Fax: (703) 519-5889
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The Salvation Avmy
CrAMING Junior Soldiers Couvse

“Christ suffered for you. He left you an example. He expects you to follow in his steps. You too were chosen to suffer.”
1 Peter 2:21 (NIrV)
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has successfully completed the unit of study
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